the second part of the duodenum near the ampulla of Vater (• " Fig. 2 a) . Seven biopsy samples were taken, and all of them showed pure squamous cell carcinoma (• " Fig. 2 b) . The patient was treated with chemotherapy and radiation, but she died of metastasis 21 months later. Case 3: A 54-year-old man presented with abdominal pain. Endoscopy revealed an ulcerated tumor in the second part of the duodenum distal to the ampulla (• " Fig. 3 a) , and four biopsy samples were taken. All of them revealed pure squamous cell carcinoma (• " Fig. 3 b) . The patient was admitted to another specialist hospital for surgery. In all the three cases, the imaging investigations at the first presentation did not reveal tumor in other locations, including the pancreas, and the duodenal tumors were different from ampullary tumor and pancreatic tumor. All the three tumors lacked differentiation into adenocarcinoma or neuroendocrine carcinoma.
The pathogenesis of squamous cell carcinoma of the duodenum is still uncertain. Barnhill and colleagues [5] reported an interesting duodenal tumor with tripartite differentiation into adenocarcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma, and neuroendocrine carcinoma [5] . They speculated that the tumor in their case had arisen from duodenal pluripotent stem cells capable of differentiating into multiple cell types [5] . The tumors in all the present cases might also have arisen from such pluripotent stem cells. 
